
Helplessness — A Vital Need!

or a true child of God, who has ex pe ri enced Sal va -
tion; “He has be come rec on ciled not only to the in -
scru ta bil ity of God but also to his own
help l ess ness.”  While up to this time this has put his

whole be ing into a state of re bel lious ness and anx i ety,
now he has ex pe ri enced the fact that help less ness is a sin -
ner’s proper plea in the pres ence of God.

Not by re flec tion, but by the cer tainty of ex pe ri ence,
he knows now that an in fant is no more help less in its re -
la tion to its mother than he is in his re la tion to God.  At all 
points he is equally help less: whether it be in con nec tion
with the for give ness of sins, the con quest of sin, the new
life in his soul, growth in grace or faith ful ness in his daily 
life with God and men. 

His help less ness has now be come the quiet, sus tain -
ing power of his prayer life.  A hum ble and con trite heart
knows that it can merit noth ing be fore God, and that all
that is nec es sary is to be rec on ciled to one’s help less ness
and let our holy Al mighty God care for us, just as in fant
sur ren ders him self to his mother’s care.

Prayer there fore con sists sim ply in tell ing God day
by day in what ways we feel that we are help less.  We are
moved to pray ev ery time the (Holy) Spirit of God, which 
is the spirit of prayer, em pha sizes anew to us our help -
less ness, and we re al ize how im po tent we are by na ture to 
be lieve, to love, to hope, to serve, to sac ri fice, to suf fer, to 
read the Bi ble, to pray and to strug gle against our sin ful
de sires.

It of ten hap pens that we slip out of this blessed at ti -
tude of help less ness be fore God.  Our for mer self-con ceit 

and self-suf fi ciency re as sert them selves.  The re sult is
that we fail again to grasp the mean ing of help less ness. 
Once more it fills us with anx i ety and per plex ity.  Ev ery -
thing be comes snarled again.  We are not cer tain of the
for give ness of sins.  The peace of God dis ap pears from
our lives.  World li ness, sloth ful ness and lack of spir i tual
in ter est be gin to choke our spir i tual lives.  Sin gains the
vic tory again in our daily lives, and an un will ing spirit
works its way into the ser vice we ren der to ward God.

Help less ness in prayer re sem bles in a strik ing way
the con di tion of a per son who is lame or sick of the palsy.  
At first it is pain ful, al most un bear able, to be so help less
that one can not hold a spoon to his mouth or chase a fly
from his face.  It is easy to un der stand why a per son thus
af flicted can not ex pe ri ence this with out strong in ner re -
vul sion and pro test, at the time as he puts forth the most
in tense ef forts to use his limbs as be fore.

But no tice this same per son af ter he has be come re -
signed to his ill ness and rec on ciled to his help less ness. 
He is just as help less as he was be fore, but his help less -
ness no lon ger causes him any pain or anx i ety.  It has be -
come a part of him self and has set its stamp upon all his
move ments and all his at ti tudes.

He must be helped in ev ery thing.  It feels very hu mil -
i at ing.  No tice, too, how this hu mil i a tion has set its stamp
upon him.  When he qui etly and hum bly asks for help, he
does so as though he were apol o giz ing for do ing so.  No -
tice, too, how grate ful he is for the least bit of as sis tance
that he re ceives.

Thus, our help less ness should make us at tached to
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God and make us more
strongly de pend ent upon
HIM than words can de -
scribe.  Re call to mind the
words of JESUS, “With out
me ye can do noth ing.”
(John 15:5)  In one sin gle
line He tells us here what it
takes us a whole life time to
learn, and even when we
reach the por tals of death, we 
have not learned it fully.

I never grow weary of
em pha siz ing our help less -
ness, for it is the de ci sive
fac tor not only in our prayer
life, but in our whole re la -
tion ship to God.  As long as
we are con scious of our help -
less ness we will not be over -
taken by any dif fi culty,
dis turbed by any dis tress or
fright ened by any hin drance.  
We will ex pect noth ing of
our selves and there fore
bring all our dif fi cul ties and
hin drances to God in prayer. 
And this means to open the
door unto Him and to give
GOD the op por tu nity to help 
us in our help less ness by
means of the MIRACU -
LOUS POWERS which are
at HIS dis posal.

Excerpts taken from the
book PRAYER by

O. Hallesby, the chapter
entitled, What Prayer Is,

© copyright 1931,
Augsburg Publishing

House, Permission Granted.  

Ed i tor’s Note: “Not that
we are suf fi cient of our -
selves to think of any thing
as be ing from our selves, but 
our suf fi ciency is from
God.” (II Co rin thi ans 3:5)
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Answers to Agnostics 
Some peo ple pride them selves on be ing ag nos tics. 

That is, they say that re li gious teach ings (Chris tian) are
very well for those who care to be so stu pid that they
want to be lieve in God and Heaven, some thing that you
can not see. The ag nos tics, how ever, pride them selves on
be liev ing only those things which they can prove and un -
der stand.  A ‘story’ goes as fol lows in a ho tel lobby:

“I will not be lieve any thing that I do not un der stand,” 
said a man one day.

“Nei ther will I,” said an other.
“Nor will I” said the third. 
“Gen tle men,” said one who sat close by, “on my ride

this morn ing I saw some geese in a field eat ing grass; do
you be lieve that?!  

“Cer tainly,” said one of the lis ten ers.
“I saw the pigs eat ing grass; do you be lieve that?
“Of course,” said the three.  
“I also saw sheep and cows eat ing grass; do you be -

lieve that?
“Of course,” was again the re ply.
“Well, the grass turned to feath ers on the backs of the

geese, to bris tles on the backs of the swine, to white wool
on the sheep and to hair on the cow; do you be lieve that
that, gen tle men?!

“Cer tainly,” they re plied.
“But do you un der stand it?”
AND the il lus tra tions can go on, as there are nu mer -

ous ones, such as: how can a cow that is black and white
in color, eat green grass/hay, and pro duce yel low milk? 
Or a hen lay ing eggs!

If you only be lieve in what you can see, then stop
breath ing be cause you can’t see the at mo sphere.  Turn off 
your TV set, ra dio, the Internet, GPS and cell phones be -
cause you can’t see ra dio waves.  Stop look ing at a com -
pass be cause you can’t see mag netic fields.

Selected

Children Born Within The Home

Be hold, chil dren are a gift of the Lord; The fruit of
the womb is a re ward.  Like ar rows in the hand of a war -
rior.  So are the chil dren of one’s youth.  How blessed is
the man whose quiver is full of them; They shall not be
ashamed, When they speak with their en e mies in the
gate. (Psalm 127:3-5)

The song writer grabs out at ten tion with “Be hold!”
He says, in ef fect, “Pay at ten tion …lis ten up!”  These
three verses take us a step fur ther as they ad dress the
com ing of chil dren into the home, and the par ents’ proper 
at ti tude to ward such.

No tice three ti tles the song writer gives to chil dren:
(1) “gift,” (2) “re ward,” and (3) “ar rows.”  Each one calls
for some anal y sis.  

The term ‘gift’ is a trans la tion of the He brew word
that means “prop erty, pos ses sion….that which is
shared/as signed.”  Children are the Lord’s pos ses sions
and the prop erty, which HE gra ciously as signs to or
shares with par ents. Now this third verse does n’t say
“some chil dren” or even “most chil dren,” but sim ply
“chil dren,” im ply ing all chil dren …your chil dren!  There 
is no such thing as an “ac ci den tal birth” or a “sur prise
preg nancy” from God’s view point.  And wise are the par -
ents who ac knowl edge the fact that their child is a per -
sonal gift from  God.  If you and I truly be lieve that each
child is “as signed” by God, what a dif fer ence it can make
with the child we may not have planned!

The word ‘re ward’ con veys the idea of plea sure –
some given as a tan gi ble proof of ap pre ci a tion.  Children
are never to be viewed as pun ish ment for God’s dis plea -
sure – quite the con trary!  The fruit of the womb is God’s
very per sonal tro phy of His love, His choice re ward.

The word ‘ar row’ is equally mean ing ful.  You’ll no -
tice that the word pic ture is that of a war rior with ar rows
in his hand.  Imag ine the scene.  A war rior in bat tle does -
n’t stop to make his ar rows, nor does he ig nore them.  He
uses them.  He di rects them to ward a tar get. A par ent is
re spon si ble for the di rec tion of his chil dren.  A child, like
an ar row, is in ca pa ble of di rect ing him self.  It is the ba sic
re spon si bil ity of par ents to di rect the early lives of their
chil dren.  This makes a great deal of sense when you con -
sider that a child is born in a state of de prav ity and in ner
sin ful ness.  You must stop here and read Psalm 51:5
along with Psalm 58:3. Both verses ver ify that chil dren
are born in a state of in iq uity.  Sol o mon’s say ing in Prov -
erbs 22:15 un der scores this fact: “Fool ish ness is bound
up in the heart of a child; / The rod of dis ci pline will re -
move it far from him.”  Chil dren need pa ren tal au thor ity.  

What hap pens when a child is n’t given di rec tion? 
Let’s al low Prov erbs 29:15 to an swer that ques tion:  “The 
rod and re proof give wis dom.  But a child who gets his
own way brings shame to his mother.”

A more lit eral trans la tion of the verse would be,
“…but child left, brings shame to his mother.” Left alone
in his room to play?  No.  The thought is of a child left in
the orig i nal con di tion in which he is born; a child who is
not given di rec tion will bring shame to his mother.  Look
at Prov erbs 22:6 for a mo ment: 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, Even
when he is old he will not de part from it.”

              Taken from Living Beyond the Daily Grind, by 
Charles R. Swindoll; 

© copyright 1988, by Charles R. Swindoll.
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If I Were The Devil 
By Paul Harvey, De livered on his daily 

radio broad cast, April 3, 1965

(Ed. De livered from Chi cago, this news-mes sage has
ap peared in the Morn ing Glory be fore and  is wor thy

of rep e ti tion again in our day).

If I were the devil, I would n’t be happy un til I had
seized the rip est ap ple on the tree – Thee.  So, I’d set
about how ever nec es sary to take over the United States.  
I’d sub vert the churches first – I would be gin with a
cam paign of whis pers.  With the wis dom of a ser pent, I
would whis per to you as I whis pered to Eve: “Do as you 
please.”  To the young, I would whis per, “The Bi ble is a
myth.” I would con vince them that man cre ated God in -
stead of the other way around.  I would con fide that
what is bad is good, and what is good is “square”.  And
the old, I would teach to pray.  I would teach them to
pray af ter me, “Our Fa ther, which art in Wash ing ton…” 

And then I’d get or ga nized.  I’d ed u cate au thors on
how to make lu rid lit er a ture ex cit ing, so that any thing
else would ap pear dull and un in ter est ing.  I’d threaten
TV with dirt ier mov ies and vice versa.  I’d pedal nar cot -
ics to whom I could.  I’d sell al co hol to la dies and gen -
tle men of dis tinc tion.  I’d tran quil ize the rest with pills.

Within a de cade I’d have pris ons over flow ing, I’d
have judges pro mot ing por nog ra phy – soon I would
evict God from the court house, and then the school -
house, and then from the houses of Con gress.  And in
His own churches I would sub sti tute psy chol ogy for re -
li gion, and de ify sci ence.  I would lure priests and pas -
tors into mis us ing boys and girls, and church money.  If I 
were the devil, I’d make the sym bols of Easter an egg
and the sym bol of Christ mas a bot tle. 

If I were the devil I’d have fam i lies war with them -
selves, churches that war with them selves, and na tions
that war with them selves, un til each in its turn was con -
sumed.  And with prom ises of higher rat ings, I’d have
mes mer iz ing me dia fan ning the flame.  If I were the
devil I would en cour age schools to re fine young in tel -
lects, but ne glect to dis ci pline emo tions – just let those
run wild, un til be fore you knew it, you’d have to have
drug sniff ing dogs and metal de tec tors at ev ery school -
house door.

If I were the devil I’d take from those who have and
give to those who wanted it un til I had killed the in cen -
tive of the am bi tious.  What do you bet I could get whole 
states to pro mote gam bling as the way to get rich? I
would ques tion against ex tremes and hard work, and pa -
tri o tism and moral con duct. I would con vince the young 
that mar riage is old-fash ioned, that swing ing is more

fun, that what you see on the TV is the way to be.  And
thus, I could un dress you in pub lic, and I could lure you
into bed with dis eases for which there is no cure.  In
other words, if I were the devil I’d keep on do ing what
he’s do ing.     Paul Harvey, good day.

Ed i tor’s Note: What dis cern ment or in sight Paul
Harvey had in this ra dio broad cast and re mem ber it was
given ap prox i mately 56 years ago! 

Easter Start

“Reach out your hand and put it into my side.  Stop 
doubt ing and be lieve.”  (John 20:27.  Please also read
John 20:24-31)

One de tail in the Easter story has al ways in trigued
me.  Why did Je sus keep the scars from His cru ci fix ion?  
Pre sum ably He could have had any res ur rected body He 
wanted, and yet He chose one iden ti fi able mainly by
scars that could be seen and touched.  Why?

I be lieve the story of Easter would be in com plete
with out those scars on the hands, the feet, and the side of 
Je sus (John 20:27). Hu man be ings dream of pearly
straight teeth and wrin kle-free skin and ideal body
shapes.  We dream of an un nat u ral state: the per fect
body (Ed. This is yet to come; when we be come like
JESUS – 1 John 3:2).  But for Je sus, be ing con fined in a
skel e ton and hu man skin was the un nat u ral state.  The
scars are a per ma nent (Ed. ‘Maybe’) re minder of His
days of con fine ment and suf fer ing on our planet.

From the per spec tive of heaven, those scars rep re -
sent the most hor ri ble event that has ever hap pened in
the his tory of the uni verse.  Even that event, though,
turned into a mem ory.  Be cause of EASTER, we can
hope that the tears we shed, the strug gles we en dure, the
emo tional pain, the heart ache over lost friends and
loved ones – all these will be come mem o ries, like Je sus’ 
scars.  Scars never com pletely go away, but nei ther do
they hurt any lon ger.  Some day we will have re-cre ated
bod ies and a re-cre ated heaven and earth (Rev. 21:4). 
We will have a new start, and Easter start. — Philip
Yancey  

Thank You, Lord, for the hope that the res ur rec tion of 
Je sus brings – for now and for eter nity.  I put my trust

in You to day.

Christ’s res ur rec tion is the guar an tee of our own.

Our Daily Bread, Excerpted & adapted from Grace
Notes, © Copyright 2016, Permission Granted.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

HARMONY
“BEHOLD, how good and how pleas ant it is For breth ren to dwell to gether in unity.” 

(Psalm 133:1)

“And when the sev enth month had come, and the chil dren of Is rael were in the cit ies, the 
peo ple gath ered to gether as one man to Je ru sa lem.”  (Ezra 3:1) 

THE WORD OF GOD clearly em pha sizes the re al iza -
tion that Chris tians should be given to hospitality, es -
pe cially from a Chris tian to ward an other Chris tian. 
Thus the ones who have open-hearts for this will re -
ceive even greater bless ings!  God has or dained the
law of life that he who gives also re ceives greater
bless ings and the one who is stingy and in hos pi ta ble
loses rich bless ings that were await ing him.  (See Luke 
6:38, Galatians 6:10, He brews 13:1 & Prov erbs 27:17)

JESUS stood in the midst of them and spoke; then
some be lieved in Him, so He turned and said, that if
they wanted to be His true dis ci ples, they must abide in 
His Word; only then could the truth make them free!
(John 7:46, 25, 43).

This is most cer tainly true to day also. To set the re cord
straight; there are many who mis un der stand what the
Bi ble is talk ing about when it uses the word ‘unity’ or
‘church’ or wine!  For ex am ple: “wine” is used in the
Bi ble for both al co hol and likely pure ‘grape-juice’.

My friends, Use Scrip ture to in ter pret Scrip ture and let
the Holy Spirit be your ‘Tu tor’. 

A good ex am ple would be when JESUS in sti tuted the
Sac ra ment of the Lord’s Sup per!  Most cer tainly He
would not be giv ing dis ci ples a fer mented-drink as He
makes all things new and the fruit of the vine is
‘grape-juice’ and He tells us in His Book to not even
look at wine in the glass or not giv ing any unto your
neigh bor!  “He who loves plea sure will be a poor man; 
He who loves wine and oil will not be rich.” (Prov erbs
21:17)

WHEN GOD uses the word ‘unity,’ He is not speak ing 
about the false ec u men i cal move ment; like the World
Coun cil of churches or NCC (church bod ies OR de -
nom i na tions ‘unit ing’ where-in there is a lot of con fu -
sion & mix ture on the sur face).  Who says Doc trines
and Con vic tions don’t mat ter?

As I am writ ing this ed i to rial I am re minded of a young 
gen tle man who thought when the Pas tor talked about
the church; he thought that in cluded ev ery one in the

as sem bly gath ered to gether.  These would all be taken
when CHRIST takes the Church Home. Then this gen -
tle man got saved, ac cepted JESUS as his per sonal
Sav ior and then his spir i tual eyes were opened.  The
Gos pel is hid den to those out side of a per sonal re la -
tion ship with Je sus, though there is a cost in ex er cis ing 
dis cern ment.  First, IF you do not ex er cise the gift of
dis cern ment that was given to you when you be came a
true Chris tian, it will be come ‘duller’ and even tu ally
con fu sion will re sult if it is not cor rected.  Keep in
mind, ‘dis cern ment’ is also a gift from God! 
DISCERNMENT also co mes with hu mil ity and sec -
ondly you must have a clear de sire for the same.  So, if
dis cern ment is de sired by you, you must read faith -
fully the Word of God, be cause “TRUTH” co mes from 
the Bi ble and be ing led through the Holy Spirit to
prop erly en lighten us.  We also must be will ing to be
mis un der stood by oth ers. DISCERNMENT will likely
change your con vic tions and life style.  The Psalm ist
prayed, “Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy 
truth; unite my heart to fear (child-like fear) thy
name” (Psalm 86:11)  “And He spoke a par a ble to
them, ‘Can the blind lead the blind?  Will they not both
fall into the ditch?’” (Luke 6:39 & Ephe sians 5:1-21)

Even though obey ing out of love in fol low ing God’s
Word, there will be rid i cule or per se cu tion, but that
does n’t change God’s lead er ship/di rec tive as He
states, “Judge not…” (Mat thew 7:1, Luke 6:36-37)
Ev ery Chris tian has both the right and the duty/re -
spon si bil ity to have an opin ion about him self and oth -
ers; He does n’t want us to go through life with our
eyes closed. “Woe unto them that call evil good!”
(Isa iah 5:20, I Co rin thi ans 6:2-5) If our thoughts and
words about oth ers are char ac ter ized by good will and
love, then we are not ac tu ally judg ing! If you pos sess
the feel ing OR semi-con vic tion oth er wise; how come
we are told that ‘You will know them by their fruit?’ 
“Do not judge ac cord ing to the ap pear ance, but
judge with righ teous judg ment.” (John 7:24)  Thus
we are com manded to judge with teach ings, life-style,
etc., ac cord ing to the In fal li ble Word of God!  (There
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I Walk Alone
I walk alone, and I am sore afraid;

My way is dark, my path with thorns o’erlaid;

Draw near me, Lord, and take my trem bling hand

And make me brave to join Thy pil grim band.

Thou hast a hand which fears not dark nor death,

Which suf fers ag ony at ev ery breath,

Yet sings with joy e’en in the midst of pain,

With whom the great est loss is great est gain.

Who would not walk with such a com pany?

Who would not sing with such an ec stasy?

Did I say lone and fear?  May God for give

And teach me, e’en through sor row, how to live.

Life is not life which knows no shrink ing fears; 

Life is not life which sheds no bit ter tears;

This true life when, through dark suf fer ing, 

One learns from Christ and men brave con quer ing.

Then lead me on thou mar tyr-host of God! 

Then lead me on, O Christ, to Thine abode;

There with Thy holy ones I shall find rest

And learn that death, in life, was God’s great best.

          Henry W. Frost.

Taken from, Springs in the Valley, Cowman

are nu mer ous por tions of Scrip ture that bear this out)

No tice about true fel lows of Je sus:  “See, how they
love one an other…” (1 John 3:14, He brews 10:24-25,
Prov erbs 27:6 & 17, 1 John 5:11-13)

  In a sense, any thing that stands be tween you from
fol low ing God’s Word and di rec tive be comes your
‘idol’. Ex am ples: your church, po si tion, rep u ta tion,
fear of man, etc.  In Mar tin Lu ther’s Small Cat e chism
Ex plained we find, “What is meant by idol?  Any thing
that man wor ships, fears, loves, and trusts in in stead of 
the one true God.” Hans Niel sen Hauge states “a be -
liever is re moved from the con dem na tion of the Law,
but not com pli ance to the Law.”

ALSO, then how do you know/dis cern whom you are
in tended to wit ness to and with whom do you know
that you are to fel low ship with?   In John 17:21,
JESUS is pray ing for ‘unity’ of those who are un der
the Blood of Je sus with their sins for given to work to -
gether in a one com mon so lu tion of all man kind.  Acts
4:12, John 14:6.  And you know when the sep a ra tion
be tween the sin ner and the Sav ior is rec on ciled, there
be comes a UNITY.  You see when things be come right 
bib li cally/ver ti cally, the hor i zon tal takes place be -
cause of the CROSS (T).   Even IF we dis agree on
‘Sec ond ary Doc trine’ for now; we are still work ing to -
gether in and through JESUS!  You, see the ground is
level at the foot of CALVARY; for both open/bra zen
sin ners and re fined/re li gious sin ners.  John 6:37 says,
“…AND THE ONE WHO COMES TO ME I WILL

BY NO MEANS CAST OUT.”

Bib li cally, the earthly church/con gre ga tion is in tended 
to be an Oasis in this desert-land or wil der ness; The
church is in tended to be a ‘sheep-shed’  to fel low ship
with other Be lievers and to be nour ished by feed ing on 
the Word of God.  This in cludes Ad mo ni tion, which is
not just cor rec tion for the Chris tian’s walk, but also
en cour age ment to be sent out reach ing oth ers, es pe -
cially the lost and en cour ag ing other be liev ers.

ALSO, if you lis ten care fully to the cler i cal state ments 
pre ced ing the Lord’s Sup per; it likely will clar ify
clearly that the Lord’s Sup per is def i nitely in tended
for only those who are in the fam ily of God.  How can
the Al mighty, Holy GOD for give the same sin which
has been con fessed be fore HIM the sec ond time & on
when the sin has been bur ied in the sea of for give ness
– the Depths of the Lake and as far as the East is from
the West? “I, even I, am He who blots out your
trans gres sions for My own sake; And I will not re -
mem ber your sins.” (Isa iah 43:25) “I have blot ted
out, like a thick cloud, your trans gres sions, And
like a cloud, your sins.” (Isa iah 44:22a)  “For as the
heav ens are high above the earth, so great is  His
mercy to wards those who fear Him; As far as the
east is from the west, So far has He re moved our
trans gres sions from us.”  “As a fa ther pit ies his chil -
dren, So the LORD pit ies those who fear Him.  For He
knows our frame; He re mem bers that we are dust.”
(Psalm 103:11-14)



From Our Fellowship Circle

M. H. Eagan, MN 
Thank ful for your min is try and may the Lord con tinue to
meet your needs!

“And my God ‘shall sup ply all your need ac cord ing to
His riches in glory by Christ Je sus.’’ Philippians 4:19.

W. & S. L. By ron, MN
We keep pray ing that you can keep on do ing the Morn ing 
Glory.

(Ed i tor), WE most cer tainly stand in want/need of faith -
ful prayer In ter ces sors; and es pe cially now as the
‘storm-clouds’ be come even darker, but also know ing
that one of the names of Je sus found in God’s Book is
MORNING STAR!

H. M. Viroqua, WI
Sharing this gift to keep on re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory
as what a bless ing it is, as I am blest and thus, I pass it on
to oth ers.  YES, God’s Word in its en tirety is the TRUTH
and in PURITY!

God’s bless ings as you con tinue spread ing the Word.

V. & J. V. Hetland, SD
This is a small to ken of our ap pre ci a tion for the Morn ing
Glory.  We have re ceived it for many years.

The ‘truth’ of God’s Word is needed now more than ever.  
Thank you for con tin u ing to spread it!

E. G. Story Plain, Al berta, Can ada
Morn ing Glory is such a bless ing to me, that it is won der -
ful and then may our Liv ing Sav ior con tinue to bless you!

Your ar ti cles about the facts of world are very great! 
Thus, I ad mire you for ex pos ing evil in this world.

Nim rod was the first world gov ern ment sys tem and to day 
there is much fol low ing the same: Wor shipping idols and
ev ery form of sex ual per ver sion all around us.  What will
it be:  The ‘mercy’ of God OR the ‘judg ment’ of God?

J. Z. Se at tle, WA
Thank you for your fine pub li ca tion. Though I’m not a
Lu theran, I find much spir i tual truth and food for thought 
in ev ery is sue.

K. & F. C. Sebring, FL
The Lord’s blesses us and HE con tin ues as HE is the
Giver of all good bless ings!

Thank you so much for the Morn ing Glory.  You are truly

a bea con of God’s Light in this v ery evil and dark
world…

No De mands

Man has no de mands that he can make upon God. 
We can not de mand that He save us.  We can not ap peal to
some right to be saved. Granted, we can not come to
Christ ex cept the Fa ther (by the Holy Spirit) draws us. 
Yet we must con sent, and that con sent must be a gen u ine
choice or it is all a sham!  (Ed. Ever heard of ‘Prevenient
Grace’?); The Holy Spirit work s be hind the con scious
scene of pre par ing and giv ing the de sire to have peace
with God, and then the power to come to Je sus as a lost
sin ner!  This is just like when Je sus called Laz a rus by
name to arise from the dead.  (See John 6:29 & 37).

“This is the law of him in whom is the plague of
lep rosy, whose hand is not able to get that which
pertaineth to his cleans ing.” (Le vit i cus 14:32)

God shows no Partiality
God shows no par tial ity to peo ple.  Through out the

Scrip tures we see ex am ples of His gra cious ness to many
who were not of the house hold of Is rael.  Ruth, Rahab,
and Naaman are but a few ex am ples.  JESUS stated very
clearly that when all is done with, He would only have
“onefold” (flock) of sheep.  Going back to Galatians
3:28, “There is nei ther Jew nor Greek, there is nei ther
bond nor free, there is nei ther male nor fe male: for ye are
all one in Christ Je sus.” May God en cour age us in this.

“And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:
Them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice;
And there shall be one-fold, and one shep herd.  (John
10:16)

Both articles above are from the Berean Call
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IN Your per sonal prayer life:

IS prayer the ‘steer ing wheel’ 

OR the ‘spare tire’ of your life?
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Was This A Word From The Lord?

It was 2 p.m. Au gust 19, 2009.  ELCA (Evan gel i cal
Church of Amer ica), del e gates were as sem bled in the
Min ne ap o lis Con ven tion Cen ter about to be gin de bate
on adopt ing a state ment on hu man sex u al ity that would
turn bib li cal teach ing up side down.  Sud denly, an un ex -
pected tor nado de scended on the Con ven tion Cen ter
and took down the cross from the stee ple of nearby Cen -
tral Lu theran Church (ELCA), where a num ber of
ELCA events were sched uled to take place later that
day.  One del e gate sug gested to the As sem bly that it was 
the “wind of the Holy Spirit” upon the del e gates.  Dr.
John Piper of Beth le hem Bap tist Church in Min ne ap o lis 
had a better ex pla na tion for the event: “The tor nado in
Min ne ap o lis was a gen tle but firm warn ing to the ELCA
and all of us: “Turn from the ap proval of sin. Turn from
the pro mo tion of be hav iors that lead to de struc tion.  Re -
af firm the great Lu theran her i tage of al le giance to the
truth and au thor ity of Scrip ture.  Turn back from dis tort -
ing the grace of God into sen su al ity.”

Sent in by Gaylen Jensen, Brownsdale, MN

Court Victory for More Churches

Af ter the re cent rul ing from the U.S. Su preme Court 
grant ing an emer gency pe ti tion for an in junc tion pend -
ing ap peal on be half of New York City syn a gogues and
Ro man Cath o lic churches …in Col o rado, New Jer sey
and Cal i for nia (they) have now re ceived fa vor able court 
de ci sions re gard ing un con sti tu tional wor ship bans…

Liberty Counsel

Congressman Introduces “You Must Be
Alive to Vote Act”

A Re pub li can Con gress man be lieves it “goes with -
out say ing” that a per son needs to be alive to cast a le gal
vote in Amer ica.

…Rep re sen ta tive Brian Babin of Texas is fol low ing 
through with what would once be seen as an “un nec es -
sary” bill pro hib it ing dead peo ple from vot ing in U.S.
elec tions.  …

Frieda Powers, bizpacreview.com

Minneapolis – Home of the “Defund the
Police” Movement – Sees Crime
Skyrocket

The Min ne ap o lis Star Tri bune …re ported …that
Min ne ap o lis has seen at least 375 car jackings in 2020.
…Those to-date 2020 fig ures are more than three times
higher than all of 2019…

“The num bers are stag ger ing,” po lice spokes man
John El der told the Star Tri bune.  “It de fies all ci vil ity
and any shred of com mon hu man de cency.”

“And the crime prob lem in Min ne ap o lis is more
than just car jackings.  Vi o lent crime, es pe cially shoot -
ings, (are) way up …”

Chris Field, theblaze.com 

Eighty-Eight Percent of Colleges,
Universities Restrict Free Speech in
Some Form

Also

Warning: “Clarifying” Education Law
Would Crush Christian Schools.

Both of these are because of their stand on ‘Ho mo -
sex ual rights’.  This is be cause in di rectly the Hu man
Rights Cam paign wants to deny ac cred i ta tion to
faith-based col leges and uni ver si ties, if the “stan dards
dis crim i nate or do not meet sci ence-based cur ric ula.”

When you sing choruses, gospel

songs and hymns together with

others in church, is it a

testimony of your personal life

OR just words written to

beautiful music?



Victory Over Temptation 
Her bert Lock yer 

If we would emerge from a con flict with the en emy
vic to ri ously, we must know our weap ons and how to use
them against the tempter and his temp ta tions.  In His
mercy, God has pro vided us with ef fec tive ways of es -
cape.  Praise His name, we are not left de fense less!

Watch ful ness:  “Watch ye and pray, lest ye en ter
into temp ta tion” (Mark 14:38)

We of ten fail be cause we do not watch the be gin -
nings of evil.  One writer has said “Our great est se cu rity
against evil lies in be ing shocked at it.”  A good deal of
our temp ta tion co mes as a sur prise.

Sur prise at tack is one of the prin ci pal meth ods the
tempter em ploys; and be cause are so of ten not on guard,
Sa tan breaks through.  How we need to have our eyes
con stantly anointed in or der to de tect his faint est ap -
proach!

Prayer ful ness: “Watch ye and pray, lest ye en ter
into temp ta tion” (Mark 14:38)

Sa tan trem bles when he sees the weak est saint upon
his knees.  A pray ing be liever is a great hin drance to the
Devil and his works.  If we are con stantly be fore God that 
temp ta tion may not over whelm us, it will be dif fi cult for
Sa tan to take us un awares.

Re sis tance: “Re sist the devil, and he will flee from
you.” (James 4:7).

Here we are re minded that if we truly re sist the Devil, 
he will flee from us.  And re sist we must, at the very gate,
on his first knock ing.  But how can we suc cess fully re sist
our sub tle foe?  

Well, mem ory has helped many a man fight hard bat -
tles.  Thought of and God has com pelled tempted souls to 
cry, “How then can I do this great wick ed ness, and sin
against God?”  (Gen e sis 39:9)

The story is told of a trans formed crim i nal who al -
ways car ried the pho to graph of the godly lady who, led
him to Christ in his pocket and, when sorely tempted,
would draw out the pic ture and say to him self, “NO, I
CANNOT DO IT.  SHE WOULD BE GRIEVED.”  

Our higher in cen tive is the thought of Christ’s near -
ness.

Con science

When un der Di vine con trol, con science is ever a de -
ter rent force.  Con science would not suf fer Jo seph to take 
ad van tage of Potiphar’s wife.  Moral cour age is ever
greater than phys i cal valor.  

Ex hausting strug gles are se cretly fought and won. 
Our neigh bors may never learn of our se cret con flicts, yet 
they shine more glo ri ous than those of any bat tle field. 
The world has no knowl edge of our bat tle and vic to ries. 
GOD, how ever, chron i cles them in His book of hon ors.

The Word of God

Counteraction is an other way of vic tory.  Da vid
sought to hide God’s Word in his heart that he might not
sin against the Lord.  And a mind steeped in God’s Word
and a life filled with God’s Holy Spirit of fers a most ef -
fec tive coun ter ac tion to temp ta tion, as our LORD’S ex -
pe ri ence in the wil der ness clearly proves.  

The Blood Of Christ

Here we have the might i est weapon to wield against
our ‘arch-en emy’ as he seeks our over throw.  The more
Holy Spirit (con trolled) we are, the greater the sa tanic an -
tag o nism.  The Devil is out to con test ev ery inch of
ground we yield to our con quer ing LORD.

Each vic tory will help you, Some others to win.
Horatio Palmer 

Are you be ing tempted this very hour?  Then plead
the ef fi ca cious Blood.  Ap pro pri ate the vic tory of the
Cross.  Be care ful, how ever, to watch the tac tics of Sa tan.  
Be fore we fall, he whis pers that one slip will not mat ter. 

To taste for bid den fruit just once is a mere tri fle.  But
this is tragic rea son ing, for once we fall some thing is lost, 
we can never re gain.  Then, af ter we have fallen, Sa tan
whis pers that we may as well go the whole road. 

By cre at ing de spair, he tells us that it is hope less try -
ing to re sist.  But in this he errs, for by the BLOOD of the
LAMB we can be come more than con querors.  As we
hurl his lie back at his face, we tell such a false ac cuser
that de feat can be trans formed into a glo ri ous vic tory,
that his fierce temp ta tions can be made steppingstones to
a higher, no bler life. 

Rob ert Browning asks: 
Why co mes temp ta tion but for 
man, to meet
And mas ter and make crouch
Be neath his feet?
And so be pedestaled in
Tri umph.

Sword of the Lord
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Only One Worthy Sacrifice
“In burnt of fer ings and sac ri fices for sin thou

hast had no plea sure.” (He brews 10:6)
“This is my be loved Son, in whom I am well

pleased.” (Mat thew 3:17)
In II Chron i cles 35 alone, we read that at one Pass -

over do ings, over 36,000 an i mals were slain, can you
even imag ine the mess left! But these 36,000 an i mals,
who were what we call in no cent, shed with their own
blood, was a sym bol of the ONE to be phys i cally born
for our many SINS!  So, these of fer ings (an i mals) did
not com pletely sat isfy a pure and Holy GOD.  Actually,
these an i mals were un will ing sac ri fices, shad ows of the
one sac ri fice that would not only please the FATHER,
but so with joy that HE might re deem you and me. 
There has never been nor will there ever be one in no cent 
per son in the hu man race.  It is the one and only one of
our heav enly Fa ther, whom HE WILLINGLY GAVE on 
our be half; His Only Be gotten SON.  JESUS “be came
flesh (In car na tion) and dwelled among US” and was
tempted in ev ery area as we are.  He came out vic to ri ous
by not yield ing to temp ta tion, and in HIS GRACE and
em pow er ment, we are able also!  Temp ta tion in it self is
not sin, but yield ing to temp ta tion is. 

Let me give you a cou ple of ex am ples: Phrasing
Mar tin Lu ther first, “There is a dif fer ence be tween a
bird fly ing over your head and let ting the bird nest in
your hair.”   Sec ondly; Jo seph in the Old Tes ta ment was
bluntly en ticed by Potiphar’s wife, and Jo seph said in
ef fect, “How can I do this great evil (sin) and sin against
my God?”  Maybe 100% of temp ta tions are at trac tive,
en tic ing and ben e fi cial for my flesh, BUT in the end,
sooner or later, it will be end ing in sor row and re grets. If
we con tin ue on in the sin, then the wages of SIN is death
(eter nal death)  Part of what we call the Lord’s Prayer is
to pray for pro tec tion!

There has only ever been one will ing and wor thy
sac ri fice: God’s Be loved Son.  “He be came obe di ent
unto death even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8) and
He did it with JOY; “look ing unto Je sus, the au thor and
fin isher of our faith, ‘who for the joy that was set be fore
Him en dured the cross, de spis ing the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For con -
sider Him who en dured such hos til ity from sin ners
against Him self, lest you be come weary and dis cour -
aged in your souls.’” (He brews 12:2-3)

“Fill all my vi sion, Sav iour di vine,
Till with Thy glory my spirit shall shine,
Fill all my vi sion, that all may see,
Thy holy im age re flected in me”.
    Avis B. Christianson

P.S.  Sin, even in a be liev ers life (hid den or known)
should be dealt like a ‘bowel-move ment’ or a greasy
stink ing ‘ga rage-rag’ in the sight of our Per fect GOD. (It 
is de scribed in the He brew lan guage as even worse than
that in Isa iah 64:6!)  Now please read Isa iah 1:16-17 and 
now again read Isa iah 64:6, “But we are all like an un -
clean thing, And all our righ teous ness are like filthy
rags:” Isa iah 64:6a.   BUT “Come now, and let us rea -
son to gether.’ ‘Though your sins are like scar let. 
They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red
like crim son, They shall be as wool.  If you are will ing 
and obe di ent…” Isa iah 1:18-19a. 

God is Holy

“God hath spo ken in his ho li ness.” (Psalm 60:6a)
“But thou art holy.” (Psalm 22:3a)
God is holy.  He re veals holy wis dom, acts with

holy power, and speaks with holy words.  Yet at Cal vary
He spoke in si lence.  As our sins were laid on His Son,
God dem on strated His ho li ness by judg ing sin and re -
main ing si lent to the Lord’s an guished cry.  At the same
time, He dis played holy grace, holy mercy, and holy
love to wards sin ners.  On the Cross our Lord Je sus tes ti -
fied to God’s ho li ness by re ply ing to His si lence, “But
thou art holy” (Psalm 22:3).  To day may we lift our
hearts and wor ship our GOD in the beauty of ho li ness.

George Ferrier

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Song of the Lord
“When the burnt of fer ing be gan, the song of the

Lord be gan also.”  (II Chron i cles 29:27)
When He ze kiah be came king of Ju dah, he in her ited

a na tion in spir i tual di sas ter.  Ahaz, his fa ther had cut in
pieces the ar ti cles of the house of God, shut its doors,
and made al tars for him self in ev ery cor ner of Je ru sa -
lem.  But that did not de ter the new leader.  From the
start, he set out to serve the Lord, and sanc tify those that
min is tered the sac ri fices.  When it was done, proper
wor ship be gan and the “song of the LORD be gan
also.”

It was a na tional re vival and it be gan with one per -
son who ded i cated him self to the work of the Lord in the 
way He pre scribed.  When we do the same, we will be
sing ing too.

Mark Kolchin
Editor



The Day of the Lord – Part II
This is the sec ond of a two-part se ries on the Day of

the Lord.  Please see the Jan u ary 2021 is sue for Part I.

“And the LORD ut ters His voice be fore His army; 
Surely His camp is very great, For strong is he
who car ries out His word. The day of the LORD is 
in deed great and very awe some, And who can
en dure it?” (Joel 2:11)

The Day of the Lord for the faith ful be liever will be
en tirely dif fer ent than for the un be liever and is de scribed
above as “great and very awe some.”  Yes, the Lord will
still re turn and all the dead will be raised and brought be -
fore Him.  When the righ teous are risen, their bod ies are
now in a glo ri fied state sim i lar to what Je sus’ body was
like af ter His res ur rec tion. “For our cit i zen ship is in
heaven, from which also we ea gerly wait for a Sav ior, the
Lord Je sus Christ; who will trans form the body of our
hum ble state into con for mity with the body of His glory,
by the ex er tion of the power that He has even to sub ject
all things to Him self.” (Philippians 3:20-21)  We will not
only have a body free from phys i cal de fects and their as -
so ci ated pains and ill nesses, but our body will be be yond
what it has ever been.  Je sus was not sub ject to nor mal
phys i cal laws in His glo ri fied state.  He ap peared be hind
closed doors be fore the dis ci ples (John 20:19) and dis ap -
peared from peo ple (Lk. 24:31).You will have both men -
tal and phys i cal abil i ties which has never been
ex pe ri enced in this world and they will never di min ish
through out eter nity.

Be lievers will also be called into judg ment be fore the 
Lord.  “For we must all ap pear be fore the judg ment seat
of Christ, that each one may be rec om pensed for his
deeds in the body, ac cord ing to what he has done,
whether good or bad.” (2 Co rin thi ans 5:10)   The pur pose of
our judg ment is not to de ter mine if we are saved or lost. 
That has al ready been de ter mined when we die by our
faith in Je sus.  The pur pose of this judg ment is to see if
we did the will of God in our lives.    “Each man’s work
will be come ev i dent; for the day will show it, be cause it is 
to be re vealed with fire; and the fire it self will test the
qual ity of each man’s work.  If any man’s work which he
has built upon it re mains, he shall re ceive a re ward.”
(1 Co rin thi ans 3:13-14)  As Je sus looks at our lives, He will
see if we had a will sur ren dered to Him.  He will see if we
sought His will in prayer and looked to Him for the abil -
ity to ac com plish these things.  This will in clude not only
whatever min is try He has called us to do, but also in our
per sonal lives at home and with oth ers.

Where we have done what God has willed, He will
du ti fully re ward us.  This is ab so lutely in cred i ble that the

Lord would grant us re wards for what He willed and em -
pow ered us to do – and yet He does!  It is not clear in
Scrip ture what these re wards are ex actly, but they ap pear
to be abil i ties and re spon si bil i ties which we will have in
eter nity in the King dom of God.  “His mas ter said to him, 
‘Well done, good and faith ful slave; you were faith ful
with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
en ter into the joy of your mas ter.’” (Mat thew 25:23)  The
key thing is that we are faith ful to the Lord in do ing His
bid ding.

No one is per fect and all of us will have ar eas where
we have missed God’s Will or went off in our di rec tion or 
de pended upon our selves for abil ity.  “If any man’s work
is burned up, he shall suf fer loss; but he him self shall be
saved, yet so as through fire.” (1 Co rin thi ans 3:15)  Re gard -
less of how far we missed dis cern ing God’s Will and
work, the true Chris tian will still be saved, just not have
as many re wards.

As I pon der what the Day of the Lord will be like for
me, I re ally am not that con cerned about re wards and I
don’t try and do or not do any spe cific thing just so I can
reap more re wards on the Day of the Lord.  In fact, the
Scrip ture says, “Ac cord ing to the grace of God which
was given to me, as a wise mas ter builder I laid a foun da -
tion …” (1 Co rin thi ans 3:10)  I can only la bor ef fec tively as
di rected by God’s Grace, not my own ways and will.

The thing that I am most look ing for ward to on that
Day is to see my Lord Je sus and praise and thank Him for
His won der ful love and grace be stowed to a wretch like
me as I look upon the wounds in His hands, feet and side
be cause Je sus had to be tor tured to death just to save me. 
I want to fall at His feet in ad o ra tion and wor ship for who
He is and what He has done and what He will do.  I want
to hear Him say to me, “Well done, good and faith ful
slave … en ter into the joy of your mas ter.’” (Matt. 25:23)

This keeps me go ing when times are tough and life is
hard, es pe cially in spir i tu ally lean times. But know ing
that I can be more use ful in eter nity is a mo ti va tion for me 
to yield my life to the Lord for His work.

That is why the faith ful Chris tian can look for ward to 
the Day of the Lord and not dread it.  “In the fu ture there
is laid up for me the crown of righ teous ness, which the
Lord, the righ teous Judge, will award to me on that day;
and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His ap -
pear ing.” (2 Tim o thy 4:8)  We can only spec u late about
some of the finer points of what heaven and eter nity will
be like, but we know that we will be in the pres ence of the 
Lord di rectly, there will be a holy city on a new earth. 
“And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his ser vants shall
serve Him.” (Rev e la tion 22:3)  This will last for ever and
ever and we will be ac tively serv ing the Lord in what ever 
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ca pac ity He de signs.
When you think of the Day of the Lord, does it

cause you great fear and dread or is it some thing that
you are an tic i pat ing?  It will be ei ther the best day of
your life or the worst.  It is not a Day to be tri fled with,
but it does n’t have to be a Day that plagues you with
con ster na tion and dread.  It all de pends on what you do
with Je sus right now and how you live as a re sult.  “In
Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” (John 1:4)

Je sus alone is the source of life here and now and life in
eter nity and peace about the Day of the Lord.

Pastor Jim Haga
Hagapublishing.com

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“The battle is the Lords!”

1 Sam uel 17:47

HOW prone we are to lose sight of this, and to imag -
ine, be cause we see only our lit tle cor ner in the con flict,
that the bat tle is ours!

If the bat tle is the Lord’s, then the re spon si bil i ties
for plan ning be long to Him.

Ev ery thing con nected with the line of at tack, the
method of de fense, must be long to Him. WE need not be 
anx ious as to the en emy’s sub tlety or power.  

“As cap tain of the host of the LORD am, I now
come.”

He has a full view of the en emy’s move ments, and a
per fect knowl edge of the en emy’s de vices.  He has an -
tic i pated all the en emy’s wiles.  It is im pos si ble for Him
to be de ceived, or to be taken by sur prise.  It is His glory
that is at stake; the honor of His name that is be ing as -
sailed.  He is able to with stand the might i est foe!

“If the bat tle is the Lord’s the sup plies will be
all-suf fi cient.”

No one knows how much is wanted in the day of
bat tle like that GENERAL who has been through many
cam paigns.  WE shall lack noth ing to make us vic to ri -
ous war riors.

The vic tory is cer tain!
The Cap tain (Com mander-in-chief) on whose side

we are has never known de feat.  He goes forth con quer -
ing and to con quer.  The en emy may ap par ently gain
tem po rary ad van tage at dif fer ent points of the bat tle, but

Vic tory over Christ by Sa tan is sim ply im pos si ble!
BUT He ex pects us to rest in HIS wis dom.  In the

thick of the fight, in the midst of the smoke and din of
bat tle, we may fail to see the wis dom of all God’s ways. 
When we can not see, it is then that we must rest in HIS

wis dom.  Let us have con fi dence in HIS power, and be
obe di ent to HIS com mands. 

“I will not fear the bat tle, 
If Thou art by my side.”

“Now thanks be to God, who leads us on in the
train of his tri umph.” (II Co rin thi ans 2:14, Conybeare
& Howson.)

Queen Vic to ria said, “We are not in ter ested in the
pos si bil i ties of de feat.  They do not ex ist!”

Springs in the Valley, compiled by Mrs. Charles E.
Cowman, Copyright 1939, 1968, by Cowman

Publications, Inc.

Ed i tor’s Note: As your ed i tor, I see how this ar ti cle
has been both con vict ing and en cour ag ing unto me. 
Maybe you are will ing to join me in the fol low ing
prayer re quest:  “Lord, I be lieve, help me to over come
my un be lief’ and to ex er cise more fully the free gift of a
liv ing faith.”

Doing All Things

“We do all things, dearly be loved, 
for you ed i fy ing.”  (II Co rin thi ans 12:19)

When it came to fellow ship ping and min is ter ing
(nur tur ing) the lambs and sheep in the lit tle fam ily of
God, this verse gives the mo ti va tion and di rec tive as one 
of the very prin ci ples of the BIBLE and sec ondly one of
the ba sic foun da tions and pur pose of the Morn ing
Glory/HLIF. We have a mo ti va tion of ‘ed i fy ing’ or
‘build ing up’ of the saints.  And as likely the apos tle
Paul was led; he some times was very firm and other
times gen tle.  As he preached, con fronted, wrote and
cried, it was based on the con vic tion that this word or
ac tion was for their ed i fi ca tion.  So as we deal with
God’s peo ple, let us make sure that we ap proach the
chal lenge with the mo tive of build ing up the saints –
those SINNERS washed/cleansed by the BLOOD OF
JESUS CHRIST. 

“WE are called to be God’s peo ple, show ing by our 
lives His Grace,

One in heart and one in spirit, sign of hope for all
the race.

Let us show how He has changed us and re made
us as His own;

Let us share our life to gether as we shall around
His Throne.”

T. Jackson



The Wrap – Up 
“What will you say when He pun ishes you…?”

(Jer e miah 13:21)

The Scrip tures in form us that Al mighty God cre ated
the uni verse in age less eter nity.  In the coun sel of the
Trin ity, the Lord sur rounded Him self with an gelic be -
ings.  Mil len niums ago, it was de cided to cre ate hu man
be ings in His im age and like ness who would love and
serve Him.  Man kind would be placed on one of the so lar
sys tem plan ets called Earth, from which their bod ies
would be formed.  This was the be gin ning of our hu man
race and so ci ety.  So we are told how things be gan.

It seems to be that al most ev ery thing in life has both a 
be gin ning and an end ing.  In God’s time ta ble, I re peat -
edly run into the Bi ble word “end.”  Isa iah 46:10 “De -
claring the end from the be gin ning…” When life has run
its course, the grave yard will not be the fi nal event.  Both
a fol lower of Je sus, and the per son who made no com mit -
ment of his soul and spirit to the Lord, will nev er the less
con tinue to ex ist, though earthly life has ex pired.  Cem e -
teries are oc cu pied by both the saved and un saved.  But
the des tiny of each one is very, very dif fer ent.  For both
groups, be liev ers and un be liev ers ac cord ing to John
5:29, will be res ur rected from their cas kets or wher ever
their re mains were de pos ited. One of the tasks of the an -
gels is men tioned in Mat thew 13:44, “So it will be at the
end of the age the an gels will come forth and sep a rate the 
wicked from the just.” We are told in I Pe ter 4:7, “The
end of all things is at hand…” So, for ev ery one, their
days are num bered to turn from sin and serve God.

For the per son who has re ceived the gift of sal va tion
by faith, of fered to ev ery per son on planet Earth, He -
brews 11:6 tells us the Lord, “Is a rewarder of those who
dil i gently seek Him.” It’s a lit tle like pay day both in this
life, as well as the one to come. Ec cle si as tes 7:8, “The
end of a thing is better than the be gin ning…” This ap -
plies to a Chris tian be liever.  In Luke 14:14 Je sus says,
“You shall be re paid at the res ur rec tion of the just.”
Could any thing be better than that? Speaking about the
Sav ior, II Tim o thy 2:12, “If we en dure, we shall reign
with Him.  If we deny Him, He will deny us.” De nial does -
n’t have to hap pen to any one.  His re wards for the Godly
are boun ti ful. They are given a crown de scribed as a
crown of life, James 1:12; a crown of righ teous ness,
II Tim o thy 4:8; a crown of glory, II Pe ter 5:4.  Be sides
that, Dan iel 12:3 says they will, “shine as the bright ness
of the fir ma ment… ” And best of all, I John 3:2, “We
shall be like Him…” and Colossians 4:4, “…Ap pear with 
Him in glory.” He brews 6:2 points to, “The doc trine…of
res ur rec tion of the dead and eter nal judg ment” is to take
place.

In His teach ing, the Lord Je sus says all the mem bers
of the hu man fam ily can ei ther use the crowded broad
way that leads to de struc tion.  Or they can take the strait
way lead ing to ev er last ing life.  The for mer group is re -
ferred to in my text “What will you say when He pun ishes
you?” This is a court room scene in heaven, and it is
called in Rev e la tion 20:11, “…A Great White Throne…”
In the next verse we are told that their names will be miss -
ing in the Book Of Life.  Those ap pear ing be fore God,
have been res ur rected 1,000 years af ter the first group
who were raptured and taken to heaven.  These lit i gants
have been sub poe naed and charged for fail ing to deal
with their lives of sin when still liv ing on earth.  He brews
10:31 tells us “It is a fear ful thing to fall into the hands of
the Liv ing God.” The Living Bi ble in Ezekiel 22:14 asks, 
“How strong and how cou ra geous will you be in My day
of reck on ing?” God has been gath er ing ev i dence to bring 
a case against the un saved.  He is privy to our thoughts,
ac tions and life ex pe ri ences.  In II Thessalonians 1:9 Paul 
writes, “…Those who obey not the gos pel of our Lord Je -
sus Christ, these shall be pun ished with ev er last ing de -
struc tion from the pres ence of the Lord…”  That’s His
ver dict and it’s not a pretty pic ture.  In re sponse to the
charges, and hav ing no le gal rep re sen ta tive, it would be
hard to an swer with any thing but a plea of “guilty.” For
those who de clare that God is too good to pun ish any one,
they do not con sult the Bi ble.  While He is not vin dic tive,
He is just.  Only a fool might re ply, “Noth ing has hap -
pened to me yet.” or “I was not warned so I did not
know.”  They are in an in de fen si ble po si tion, hav ing no
right of ap peal.

Thank fully, any one can es cape this heav enly sen -
tence by adopt ing God’s won der ful plan and pro vi sion
for eter nal sal va tion.  No hope can be of fered to the one
who says, “I think I’ll take my chances.”  To that per son,
I Pe ter 4:17 would have asked, “…What will be the end
of those who do not obey the gos pel of God?”  Words
from an old gos pel hymn are per ti nent:

“What will your an swer be; what will you say,
When Je sus beck ons you home?
What will you do if the voice of your God,
Calls for an an swer to day?”

Be fore your life is ter mi nated, think a long time be -
fore turn ing God away.  Rather, wel come the Savior into
your life.  In Luke 19:44, Je sus talks about those who
“…Did not know the time of their vis i ta tion.” Don’t al -
low that to hap pen.  When the “Wrap-Up” takes place in
your life, be sure you are given God’s re ward of bless ing,
and not His re ward of ret ri bu tion.

By Pastor Bill King, Princeton, MN
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MARIE’S MOMENT 
“He is the Lord our God…He re mem bers His

cov e nant for ever…which He made with Abra ham,
and His oath to Isaac and con firmed it to Ja cob…to 
Is rael as an ev er last ing cov e nant, say ing, ‘To you I

give the land of Ca naan as the al lot ment of your
in her i tance,’ when they were few in num ber…and

strang ers in it.”  (Psalm 105:8-12)

Ref er ence: WHY CHRISTIANS SHOULD SUPPORT
ISRAEL, by Rich ard Booker, PH.D.

 Re store Mag a zine,Res to ra tion Foun da tion

THE VOICE OF SCRIPTURE: The GOD of the
BIBLE made an eter nal cov e nant de cree to Abra ham
and his de scen dants through Isaac and Ja cob. Gen e sis
17:7-8, Psalm 105:8-11.

THE VOICE OF THE PROPHETS: Af ter the Is -
ra el ites were scat tered, GOD prom ised to re-gather
them to the land He had given them.  Ezekiel 11:16-17.

THE VOICE OF JESUS AND THE APOS -
TLES: JESUS gave four pre dic tions con cern ing Je ru sa -
lem: Je ru sa lem would be de stroyed.  The Jews would be
dis persed among the na tions.  Gen tile na tions would
rule in the area un til the Jews were brought back to their
land. This was ful filled in 1967 when the Jews gained
su prem acy af ter 2,000 years.  Luke 21:24.

THE VOICE OF HISTORY: King Da vid es tab -
lished Je ru sa lem as the cap i tal of Is rael about 1,000 BC
– be fore the rise of Chris tian ity or Is lam.  Sev eral em -
pires have ruled in the area of Is rael, but none ever made 
it a sov er eign state and it has known no other cap i tal
than Je ru sa lem.  In the 1880’s, to es cape per se cu tion,
Jews in Rus sia be gan im mi grat ing to Is rael and mak ing
it their home again!  The land was worked and gave
good yield.  Arab work ers came also to share in the
pros per ity and work the newly re spond ing and pros per -
ing land. 

THE VOICE OF MORALITY: Is rael is the only
true dem o cratic state in the Mid dle East.  Her neigh bor
coun tries are au thor i ta tive re gimes.  But dem o cratic
forms of gov ern ment work best to pro mote self-worth,
equal ity and lib erty.  As the only dem o cratic State in the
Mid dle East, Is rael is con sid ered an “en emy” to her
neigh bors!

THE VOICE OF THE LAND: In the years be fore
1948, Is rael had been a waste land!  As more and more
Jews have re turned since 1880, they have re claimed
their land by work ing hard plant ing trees and crops,
drain ing swamps and solv ing ir ri ga tion prob lems, and
even rais ing beau ti ful flow ers to ship to the Neth er -
lands, etc.  The land has come to LIFE!

THE VOICE OF JERUSALEM: Je ru sa lem it self
is the con flict ing el e ment be tween Is rael and the Arabs. 
There have been Jews liv ing in Is rael con tin u ously for
3,000 years!  Je ru sa lem is men tioned over 800 times in
the BIBLE, but not men tioned even once in the Ko ran.
Mo ham med never went to Je ru sa lem.  While Jews pray
fac ing Je ru sa lem and make pil grim ages there, Mos lems
pray facing Mecca and make pil grim ages there.  When
Jor dan con trolled East Je ru sa lem and the Tem ple Mount 
from 1948 – 1967, they were n’t con cerned about mak -
ing it a Pal es tin ian or Arab cap i tal.  Then later, they
wanted to make it the third ho li est site in Is lam, AFTER
the Jews re gained con trol of the Tem ple Mount! …  

Marie Linn, Hope For Your Heart

OBITUARY Of Mrs. Prayer Meet ing 

Mrs. Prayer Meet ing DIED re cently at The First
Ne glected Church, on Worldly Av e nue.  Born many
years ago in the midst of great re viv als, she was a strong, 
healthy child; fed largely on tes ti mony and Bi ble Study
(& nat u rally free Prayer), soon grew into world-wide
prom i nence, and was one of the most in flu en tial mem -
bers of the fa mous church fam ily.  

For the past sev eral years Mrs. Prayer Meet ing has
been fail ing in health, grad u ally wast ing away un til ren -
dered help less by stiff ness of knees, cold ness of heart,
in ac tiv ity, and weak ness of pur pose and will power.  At
the last she was but a shadow of her for mer happy self. 
Her last whis pered words were in qui ries con cern ing the
strange ab sence of her loved ones now busy in the mar -
kets of trade and places of worldly amuse ments.

Ex perts, in clud ing Dr. Works, Dr. Re form, and Dr.
Joiner, dis agreed as to the cause of her fa tal ill ness. 
They had ad min is tered large doses of or ga ni za tions, so -
cials, con tests and drives, but to no avail.  A post mor tem 
ex am i na tion showed that a de fi ciency of spir i tual food,
cou pled with the lack of faith, heart felt re li gion, and
gen eral sup port, were con trib ut ing causes.  Only a few
were pres ent at her death, sob bing over mem o ries of her
past beauty and power.

In honor of her go ing, the church doors will be
closed on Wednes day nights, ex cept the third Wednes -
day night of each month when the La dies Pink Lem on -
ade So ci ety serves re fresh ments to the Men’s Hand ball
Team.

Free Will Echo, Pulpit Helps, 
Osterhus Publishing House.

“God for bid that I should sin against the Lord in
ceas ing to pray for you.”  (I Sam uel 12:23)



The Call of God
“Eli per ceived that the Lord called the child.”

(I Sam uel 3:8c)

Eli rec og nized that God was in the call to Sam uel. 
That may seem like a fun da men tal ob ser va tion but it was
crit i cal to a young man with very lit tle spir i tual ex pe ri -
ence.  We need lead ers of such dis cern ment to day!  As
ma ture be liev ers who are get ting older, we need to im -
merse our selves in mentoring the next gen er a tion – and
all that that in volves.  It will be chal leng ing.  It will take
time.  But it is a great ne ces sity.  God wants us to pre pare
His work ers for the next sit u a tion and the next gen er a -
tion.  May we not let this di vine trust slip.

Norman Craig Funston

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Great Joy

“That day they of fered great sac ri fices, and
re joiced: for God had made them re joice with great

joy…so that the joy of Je ru sa lem was heard even
afar off.” (Nehemiah 12:43)

The Jews had re built the wall around Je ru sa lem in
only 52 days.  This feat was a tes ti mony of Je ho vah’s
grace to the na tion.  As they re called God’s faith ful ness,
the Jews were prompted to joy fully praise Him so pro -
foundly that they were heard afar off.  You know when
hearts are clean through the Blood of the once cru ci fied
One and yielded to Him out of love, joy and thank ful ness
walk to gether.  If we are truly seek ing to sur ren der our
lives to God and fol low His will for our lives, then most
cer tainly He will gen u inely be thanked, and we will have
true joy in our hearts.  Then there will be no lack of gifts
for the sup port of the work of God and of His ser vants.

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

A Young Child
A young child who was learn ing to spell words, was

asked to spell ‘God’?  The child re sponded and said
‘G o o d’.  This is es sen tial for us as we walk by faith and
we are ac count able unto Him.  GOD is ‘good’ even when
we don’t un der stand everything; know ing there is more
to learn, re gard less of our age.  The per son who thinks he
knows it all, is the per son most to be pitied!

Love
The word “love” has cer tainly lost much mean ing,

par tic u larly in our own cul ture, where it seems to be lit tle
more than an emo tional feel ing that co mes and goes.  The 
Lord spoke and noted that His dis ci ples would be rec og -
nized by the love they had for one an other (John
13:34-35).  John asked how any man could say he loves
God whom he can not see when he can not love his brother 
whom he does see (1 John 4:20).  Love is much more than 
an emo tion which is de pend ent upon feel ings.  God does
com mand us to love ev ery one, some thing we can not do
in our own strength when there are so many who ap pear
to be “un lov able.”

“A new com mand ment I give unto you, That we
love one an other; as I have loved you, that ye also love
one an other.”  (John 13:34)

The Berean Call 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s Commandments

“Keep my commandments and live, and my law as
the apple of thine eye; bind them upon the table of

thine heart.”  (Proverbs 7:2-3)

Sol o mon (the wis est per son on the face of the earth at 
that time), gave this ad mo ni tion to his son.  Mo ses gave
the peo ple of Is rael sim i lar in struc tions.  Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, soul, and might.  (Not only
that, but God saw to it that it is re corded in His In spired
Book, the BIBLE!)  Teach and live ac cord ing to them
and speak of them fre quently.  Keep your hands from do -
ing wrong and your eyes on the things that honor God –
Mat thew 6:33. — Se lected

Up ward still to purer heights!
On ward yet to scenes more blest,
Calmer re gions, clearer lights,
Till we reach the prom ised rest.

            W. H. How
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Thank you, JESUS, for paying the price for our
SINS that we could never pay, thus we rejoice in

your total great Victory over sin and death and the 
power of the devil through Your Resurrection. 
May we follow You faithfully, by a living faith

until we also are resurrected and are with YOU
for all ETERNITY.
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Listen USA, CANADA and Beyond

“For thus says the LORD of hosts, Let not
your proph ets and your di vin ers who are in
your midst de ceive you, nor lis ten to your
dreams which cause to be dreamed.  For they
proph esy falsely to you in My name, I have
not sent them, says the LORD.  For thus says
the LORD: …I will visit you and per form My
good word to ward you, and cause you to re -
turn to this place.  For I know the thoughts
that I think to ward you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a 
fu ture and a hope.  Then you will call upon
Me and go and pray to Me, and I will lis ten to
you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when 
you search for Me with all your heart.”

Jer e miah 29:8-13

Up Date

“Come over … help us!” (Acts 16:9)

“Always giving thanks for all things in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the 

Father.” (Ephesians 5:20)

WE are so thank ful for the pur pose/in tent of
the min is try of the Morn ing Glory and the Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion.  We pur pose
to keep this min is try both com pletely trans par ent
and fully ac count able, both to God and one an -
other and es pe cially to each one who sup ports
this min is try.  All Hauge Board mem bers and our
Trea surer (Paul Pe ter son) do nate both their time
and ef fort, to en sure that all gifts go com pletely to 
the min is try of the same for the fur ther ance and
nour ish ment in the King dom of God.

Don’t for get, ei ther, that Je sus Christ en tered
his tory at a time much worse than to day!  Cruel
Rome ruled much of the known world at that
time.  The anti-Christ ruler wanted ALL male in -
fants (up to two years of age) slaugh tered.  Thus
there was slav ery and child abuse (just like abor -
tions to day – which puts help less new borns and
those yet in their mother’s womb in the most dan -
ger ous place for them to be).  Some were left
outside to die of ne glect.  All this was in a world
with out rights for women, with out hos pi tals,
with out mercy.

In a “sense,” now is the op por tune time for
the fur ther ance in and through the Morn ing
Glory/HLIF as we con tinue to oc cupy in the
Lord’s King dom Work in our badly needed USA,
Can ada and a few for eign coun tries where we
still have an “open-door.” We are us ing the Morn -
ing Glory/HLIF Plat form in our trou bled land to
pro claim the God of the Scrip tures, tell ing the
time less story of who HE is and what HE has
done for us through HIS Son, JESUS CHRIST.

In come for Morn ing Glory in January was
$4,455.50.

Cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is
ap prox i mately $3,500.00


